Miller at the dller

Tan Miller

AT DO YOU THINE abour o shake off the
post Chrimmas & Mew Year Blues” Spring?
Sunshine trips away! The Medley winter pargy?
This year was an excellent and convivial evening
with roarlng log hre. Thanks Tina and lan.

For those Frustrated by the inaccessibilin
af their boat in the boathouse, Boats Char is
Sunday 5 March and the excitement starts the
first time you put the boat in the water becanse
Fou can expect a stronger, clearer wind than
last year. Rather like an old cars performance
gradually deceriorating imperceptibly wntil
a pew ane is purchased, this is the sailing
equivalent! By the time you rad this we should
have camplered the scrub clearance throughout
the length of the west bank between the
clubheuse and the Perch giving good wind righe
froum the start line ea the dearing just beyond
the Perch.

We made a pood start wodking wich
Maticnal Trails on a mid January Wednesday:
Together we fielded BReen people and we lzame
a great deal from thelr experience. Por Meadow
is a very special place and we are acurely avare
of the need 1o tread sensichvely and respomsibly
But those with direct responsibilitg, such as
Oxford Ciy Council. do licdle, Perhaps we

should confine cursebaes vo letters echarting
them to rake action since the more we do, and
windy corner is the dream, the less the various
authorities will feel cbliged to do, Bue noching
has happened For years and wind is the life
blocd af the club,

To cope with chis clearance and the
increased roaintenance thar creares, the club has
irvested in a heavy ducy brusheouceer, These days
spent working in the clear winter sunshine on
Pore Meadow are a huge privilege and greac fun,
There's hor tea and camaraderie and iFyou are
lucky there's a bonfire, We limiced the numbers
working with Mational Trails on cheir advice,
but if amy member would like to participace in
the funare, let me know

A further appeal, we are auditing wophies.
By thelr nature, they only make brief if
glittering apprearances at the annual dinner
and unfartunately some haven'! It is casy
to understand hower chis can happen quite
innocently. Robere is cumently working back
through records in order to contace the righe
people. Plaas: pre-empe him iF chis jogs your
memory and we will gadly accepr overdus
returns withour making vou feel guilos

As ] write this, | know that Bobert and
Phil are struggling with the durg
rota For this year. Their difficule
choice s oo decide if members
who have not yet paid theic
subs, have resigned. Ies hardly
fair that members paying late
should aveid the duty rota, To
reduce this problem as time
4 goes on, the commiteee has

decided that new members will
pay a £330 deposit for cheir key

Pete and Timai bawl of slvervidve

ait 2he 2005 dimner (phore Wendy
Fage)

{in addition to o £10 joining fee) mfundable
only if they let Phil kncew before the end of
a year that they are resigning. I fear that the
subs welll have to increase gently too. They have
remained unchanged for several years and we
are facing increases in both rent and rates. [ do
not know a sailing club where the subs are less.
Morthampron where cthe Meoth Mationals were
held last year, would cost fve times as much.
Theres pleney of time For members to express
their Feelings before we bring this to the nexe
AGM. We really are stonking good value. Long
may the enchusiastic volunteering contioue so
that we can keep it that way

e welcome Alan Glamville on to the

committze, His varied expertise includes

concrere shell boats. . .now there’s an idea for an
upgnded ablutions exension.

Thanks to Katie Hughes who has left the
commitees and Chford to pusue her career.
She leaves behind her best wishes, a botile of
wine and a large tin of shorthread biscuits,
Unforeunately she said they were for the
‘memnbers’ so the commirtes has had o show
restraine. Ie’s been agreed that we open them
the hrse day of racing, So theres ancther reason
tor sare sailing on the 12 March, Walking by
the water las wedk. 1 was stopped in my tracks
by a kinghsher Iddescent turquods: and ruddy
orangs, it was exquisite and exctic. Thar makes
three reascns and all good things come in
threes.

Boats out 5 March
Roger Redknap, Rear Commodore

THE 2006 “Sailing Season’ stares on Sunday e
March with ‘Beats Our’. Start time 1.00pm.
Tlease come along and join in especially if vour
boar is in the shed.

If yvou keep sils, spars. rudders, or dagger
boards in the shed during che season pleass
make sure they are easily identifable and placed
on the hooks along the shed walls. Topper gzar
should be kepe in the racking at the end of che
shed.

In order to keep control of becthing, will
Members use the same berth as last year The
2005 s is displayed in the corrdar from che
back door of the Club House

If you need to change your berch or mquice
a berth please contace the Bear Commodare so
thar an aleernative can be organised.

Good sailing For 2006

Club house cleaning
AT THE S4AME TIME as che boats come cut of
the Boar Shed, the Club House will need to be
cleaned ready For the new season.
Any velanceers to help with this will be ver
weleome Please bring your cwn "Marigalds
Free tea or coffes will be provided and
maybe a chocolate bar
Bryony Redbnap, Club Howse Manage
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A weekend away

Roger Rednap

SHoULD ¥ou FIRD yourself in Morth Dievon
with same time to spare, and looking for a
different experiencs to sailing, wy visiting
Eaglescore, This is a small, privacely owned
airhdd near Great Torringron thome of
Drartingron Glass) and, as the crow Bles, ten
miles fram the sea at Bideford Bay and the
estuaries of the rivers Torrdge and Taw which
have the towns of Bideford and Appledore along
the banks

Appledore was cnce fameus for building
crading schooners in che 19th century and a
survivor, the Kaebleen and Moy achree masted
topsail schooner, is mocred near the bridge ar
Bidford and worch o wisic

So why visic Eaglescote! Well. I wanted o
Ay a Dhe Havilland Chipmunk buc chere are
also four-sear Pipers, micrclighes, and gliders
aperating there, Around 300 pm four of us
presented cursehees ar the aicheld, char is. twva

woald-be aviators and twa wives. The promise
of dinner in a country pub afierwards did the
trick. but the tea and buns are neacly abwagys
good ar airhelds

The evening was sunny with just a few
clouds and acres of blue skg the air srooth and
clear. After meeting the instructor and covering
a share safery brichng, ie is out to the aiccraft,
strap in, stare ups taxi to the end of the grass
runway and rake off. A gende climb to 2500f
Fallowes: by chen the coast can be cleadly seen,
sovwe steer for Bideford. The view of the Dievon
countryside is munning in the evening sun. We
cross the coast then curn parallel to it watch a
few gachts and kite surfers and noee the sand
banks, much easier from up here,

Tap: Tl Katbeer ded May, a of rec-mastad top-
sl schooner moored at Bidsford in nerh Devon
(ot Redbraps)

Coaming in again near Instow, tying o
spot the Farm where we are staying. | recognise
the sheep, but then maybe not. Turn again and
poine the noss cowards Daremoor, which ceally
does have a purple tinge agains dhe skyline,
Mo wee need oo And the aicheld. This is no
toos difficule as nearky there are several golFhall
shaped radar demes (something o do with
Heachrow), W head for che golf balls and the
airheld duly appears. W join the ciruir, line
up the approach and a pecfece landing follows,
Wdl. it does when the instuceor does it

My Highe rock about 45 minutes bue you

can choose bow long the Righe is. Flying schoals
all around the country affer Trial Flights as they
are called. ¥ou By with an instructor and can
try your hand with the contrels if you wish or
just enjoy the view:

Dhid you know Geoffrey De Havilland
pioncer aviator and founder of De Havilland
Arcraft spent a lot of his gouth at Medley
Maner Farm with his maternal grand parents?

Tapr Rogen bedring disdppeintingly fissle vesemn-
bisimce so Biggles, prepeives vo take bis kite up for o
spin ar Eaglescore (photo Bryevey Redknap)

A fragment of history

Medley crops up again

YU pa¥ HAVE READ in che local papers recendy
of the effares to preszove Bicester air beld, as
it is ane of the two best preserved mid Forties
bomber srations. However it starced life much
carlier as a craining staclon in 1917,

Oin lse Ohoecher 1918 Moo 44 TS, wich
the role of fighter and reconnaissance waining,
mowved from Pore Meadew to Bicester. Part

Meadow was the only aicheld in Crafordshice
For mase of the Grear War until Bicester, Upper
Hegtord, Weston on the Green and Witney
were opened,

There Is a commemormthe plaque on the
bridge ar Wobmercore

Rager Redkeap



Medley Sailing Club
Dartes for 2006

Sun 5 March - Boars Ourt
Sun 12 March - First Sunday Race
Sun 23 April — First Long Series
Mon 1 May — May Morning
Wed 1o Mav — First Evening Race
Satr 6 May — Open Day
Sun 28 May — Whit Special
Sun 4 June — Moth Bowl
sar 17 June — Punrting
Sar 8 July — Regarra Paper Boars
Sun g July — Main Regarra
Sar 15 July — Cruise to Eynsham
Wed 6 Seprember — Last Evening Race
Sun 1o Seprember — Windy Corner
Sar 23 Seprember — Bossoms Moth Open
Sar 7 Ocrober — Autumn Candle
Sun 15 Ocrober — Last Long Series
Sun 26 November — Last Sunday Race
Sar 2 Dec ember— Annual Dinner
Sun 3 December — Boats away

Fri 8 December — AGM

Medley Sailing Club

Race Day Duries

1 As usual, the rota has been prepared wich the best of intentions — wying

to match personal requirements and preferences with the need to fll in every ducy
neaded throughour the season, and is based on the assumed membership ar the time of
compilation.

2 If you cannot do your duty please arrange a swap with someone else for a day
vou can manage. Every member should have a membership lise wich relevant conrace
details. The Management Committes members are notin a position o help in armnging
swaps — it Is up to you! Cince you have swapped, please adjust the rota posted in the Club
House so that, on any particular day, ircan be szen who should be on dury.

3 Feminder cards will usually be sent to you a couple of weeks before your
designared dury: For logistical reasons, these will not show any swaps — so iowould be
useful if you could oy and remind the people vou have swapped with before their new
date —and. if pasible, somenne else also an duty on your original dayw

e DutiestAlthough the Fota has specifiad tasks, ALL the officers on duty on any
particul ar Bace Dy are effectively responsible for mnning rthe rhese functions on thar
day. These responsibilities include:

- organising the race - laying and serting the course, staring the race(s),
recording rhe resules, purting the service launch and buoys away, closing the starting b,
- preparing the teas on Sundays, cleaning the Club House, toiles and general
tidying up of the Compound. In order to limit the number of allocated duries each
member is expected 1o do during the season, the gras cuming dugy days have been limited
— sowiould anyone on dury pleass be prepared to cur the grass if it is needed — and not
leave it just because there is no allocated ofhcer,

- Iris alsn the responsibility of thoss on dury to ensure thar the Club {all parts) is
secured at the end of the day — iF you want tw leave before any stragglers’ makse sure you
let them know so that they will lock up.

3 It is normally a pood idea for those on duty to contact each ocher ro agree a time
tovarrive at the Club, The first race time (or only race on Pursuit and Evening days) is
shown on the Rota. This is the time of the first bell (details of race organising will be in
the Club): you should aim to have all the race informarion on the board ar the very least
15 minutes hefore that so thar the racers can be on the warer in good time.

(& Cin Sundays, tea will either be at the end of the pursuit race or beween the mwo
races — somewhers berween 330 and 4.00. As last year, the desipnated Face Officer is
asked ro bring 2 pints of milk down for the eas.

Rl jmrer
February 2006
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Ord sUNDAY 28 AUCUST early in che morming
Judith and I and walked down to Medley from
Jericho and sat on the grass bank enjoying the
peace and beaury of the ther 1 read the club
board and decided to return in the afrernoon
o enquirz about jeining, C'n walking into che
compound | was greeted by Boly: "Wichin five
mirutes he had signed an application form for
me, Brian had countersizned and it was pinned
to the notice board, Wendy offered us a cup of
rea and we were invieed o join in che social char
outside the club. Joining could nat have been
simpler, faser or more welcoming! And that is
howy i has contimuaed.

1 came dewn on the fallowing Wednesday
o warch the racing, Phil inviced me to crew his
Enrerprise while Tina told me about the boch
website. On the following Tuesday 1 callected
a Meth fom o moterway service staticn in
Lancashire, the cwmer having affered to tow
it down from Perch in Scodand. Roger found
me a berthing space and | launched Mach 752
the nexe days 7 Seprember So many members
were gracions and parient in answering the very
many questions | had about clgging the boat oo

racing. It was Jon ¥s misfortune to be there sa

aften when | needed adwvice.

The activities of racing and socialising
are balanced boch onan ad hoo basis and the
provision of more organised evens, Therefore,
as a norrmiling member, Judith has found the
club every bic as welcoming. My delight has
been to find a whele group of people with a
long and varked experience of the warer and
wha enjoy talking boats, something | had
previoushy mised in Oxford. The clubhouess is
delighrful, simple bue Functional. eansporming
one back in time to o dower, low-tech en.
Getting o Medley is best done by bike or foot
which reinforces chis charm. Pere L told me bt
was the pub with the best view on the Thames,
and he Is not wrong, My ovwn journey from
home is along the Pore Meadow bank pase
Godstow Lock, a real bonus to a visit,

Izruise 2 dinghy on the s=a which invabees
packing cruising and camping gear plus
prowisions to overnight in the boar, which is
quite a lengrhy procedure compared with the
zase of sailing ac Pore Meadow, | can be onche

water at Medley an hour after leaving the house.

As | write | notice the tree tops meving slightdy
aurside the windows Mus gal

An introduction to racing

Peter Styles

populde demdnd, over the mevt fene e of The Ripple Pere is vepeating bic invaluwable mode to poi
P P repeditng gt Leing
fasrer and wor bivting owber baaws, fivse published & few yaws ago

THis 13 THE FIRST in what | hope will be a seres
of articles about meing, directed specifically
towards those who sither don’t race at the
moment of who are juse feeling their Feer, 1 will
be erying to chare a course through che delighes
and fruserations char beset everyone who has
ever crossed o mare line in earmest. Let’s scam
right at the beginning by asking seme of the
questicns which are often posed by perential
Entrans

L enpoy sailing sp the river in pedce and guier,
Wy ows cidrah shawld [ o racing?

Assuming that you arent consamed by
competitive passion, there are still good reasons
why you just might enjoy participating on a
Sunday afeernoon or Wednesday evening, Fist,
this is the main Formal activige of the Club and
is a catalyst For sccial interaction. The second
reason is that there is a wonderfal srisfcrion
in miling a boar well and the best way o masce:
these skills is to pit yourself against athers. This
doesn’t mean that you need to have aspirations
to win every race, but rather thar you try to
learn fram whoever goes a lictle bit faster on
the water. In the fullness of dme, everyone whe
races becomes a berter silor
I bt comperitive enwi) #5 - by om mieide
would I wdnt fo Become d wictim af the rin dp-
SN S sorenimes docempanies sailing nices”

Well, you have o point there. Certainly,
some competitars are trping very hard every
time they et on the water and will use whatever
wriles are at their disposal o meal o few yards
aver their nearest competitors, However,
the majoricy of the Aeer takes a much more
sanguine view and is mainly interested inan
enjovable sall. Oine of the Facets of Medley
which diginguish it fom some other clubs is
that there is an almeost universal arcicude chae
new sallars should be encouraged while they are
learning the ropes

My wmain worey i thar L will gev in cbe way of
ot peaple.

Accidents are bound to happen cccasionally
but provided everyone learns the very basic
right of way rules and hangs back at the start,
then this fear is largely unfoanded. bosc
imporeanchy the guys ar cthe frone learne a long
time ago that che best way to win races is to
keep cut of rouble and so there is no milzag:
in mixing it with sailos who are feeling theic
way Genenlly speaking. everyons else will be as
keeen to avoid you as vou are to avoid them.
The vacing rivles de 5o complicarad

Yes, chey are, butvou only nesd o
understand a very small fraction ta enjoy your
wacing. The bottom line is that the racing rules
have developed from a basic sec of Instructions
for “prevention of cellisions at sea’ and learning
these simple right-of-way nules s in everyone’s
interest, The greater subtleties of the racing rules
add splee toclose competition, but ar nata
pre-requisits For enjoving a goed sl away from
the frant of the Aeet.

Lz, bort not beciv, § cton’s wani oo wmake & fool of
mpelff

el the rest of us already have - mamy
times - and will continue to do so. Medley s
blessed with sailors whe want to encourage
participarion et whatever level and =0 you
can reby on sympathetic advice if you get into
uouble. Even the best mailars occasionally
capsize in Hat calms, get stuck in the mud,
get becalmed behind the crees, gee confused
betwreen port and starboard and gybe
uncentrallably inco hawthom bushes, [6s juse
par for the course and esveryone knows this.

S it is the muiw) dhar | shawld krow
befive £ enter d vice!

Tz eneer a oz you need o sign on before
the stare stating your boat number and class.
The course will be on the board and will







