Miller at the dller

Tan Miller

AT DO YOU THINE abour o shake off the
post Chrimmas & Mew Year Blues” Spring?
Sunshine trips away! The Medley winter pargy?
This year was an excellent and convivial evening
with roarlng log hre. Thanks Tina and lan.

For those Frustrated by the inaccessibilin
af their boat in the boathouse, Boats Char is
Sunday 5 March and the excitement starts the
first time you put the boat in the water becanse
Fou can expect a stronger, clearer wind than
last year. Rather like an old cars performance
gradually deceriorating imperceptibly wntil
a pew ane is purchased, this is the sailing
equivalent! By the time you rad this we should
have camplered the scrub clearance throughout
the length of the west bank between the
clubheuse and the Perch giving good wind righe
froum the start line ea the dearing just beyond
the Perch.

We made a pood start wodking wich
Maticnal Trails on a mid January Wednesday:
Together we fielded BReen people and we lzame
a great deal from thelr experience. Por Meadow
is a very special place and we are acurely avare
of the need 1o tread sensichvely and respomsibly
But those with direct responsibilitg, such as
Oxford Ciy Council. do licdle, Perhaps we

should confine cursebaes vo letters echarting
them to rake action since the more we do, and
windy corner is the dream, the less the various
authorities will feel cbliged to do, Bue noching
has happened For years and wind is the life
blocd af the club,

To cope with chis clearance and the
increased roaintenance thar creares, the club has
irvested in a heavy ducy brusheouceer, These days
spent working in the clear winter sunshine on
Pore Meadow are a huge privilege and greac fun,
There's hor tea and camaraderie and iFyou are
lucky there's a bonfire, We limiced the numbers
working with Mational Trails on cheir advice,
but if amy member would like to participace in
the funare, let me know

A further appeal, we are auditing wophies.
By thelr nature, they only make brief if
glittering apprearances at the annual dinner
and unfartunately some haven'! It is casy
to understand hower chis can happen quite
innocently. Robere is cumently working back
through records in order to contace the righe
people. Plaas: pre-empe him iF chis jogs your
memory and we will gadly accepr overdus
returns withour making vou feel guilos

As ] write this, | know that Bobert and
Phil are struggling with the durg
rota For this year. Their difficule
choice s oo decide if members
who have not yet paid theic
subs, have resigned. Ies hardly
fair that members paying late
should aveid the duty rota, To
reduce this problem as time
4 goes on, the commiteee has

decided that new members will
pay a £330 deposit for cheir key

Pete and Timai bawl of slvervidve

ait 2he 2005 dimner (phore Wendy
Fage)

{in addition to o £10 joining fee) mfundable
only if they let Phil kncew before the end of
a year that they are resigning. I fear that the
subs welll have to increase gently too. They have
remained unchanged for several years and we
are facing increases in both rent and rates. [ do
not know a sailing club where the subs are less.
Morthampron where cthe Meoth Mationals were
held last year, would cost fve times as much.
Theres pleney of time For members to express
their Feelings before we bring this to the nexe
AGM. We really are stonking good value. Long
may the enchusiastic volunteering contioue so
that we can keep it that way

e welcome Alan Glamville on to the

committze, His varied expertise includes

concrere shell boats. . .now there’s an idea for an
upgnded ablutions exension.

Thanks to Katie Hughes who has left the
commitees and Chford to pusue her career.
She leaves behind her best wishes, a botile of
wine and a large tin of shorthread biscuits,
Unforeunately she said they were for the
‘memnbers’ so the commirtes has had o show
restraine. Ie’s been agreed that we open them
the hrse day of racing, So theres ancther reason
tor sare sailing on the 12 March, Walking by
the water las wedk. 1 was stopped in my tracks
by a kinghsher Iddescent turquods: and ruddy
orangs, it was exquisite and exctic. Thar makes
three reascns and all good things come in
threes.

Boats out 5 March
Roger Redknap, Rear Commodore

THE 2006 “Sailing Season’ stares on Sunday e
March with ‘Beats Our’. Start time 1.00pm.
Tlease come along and join in especially if vour
boar is in the shed.

If yvou keep sils, spars. rudders, or dagger
boards in the shed during che season pleass
make sure they are easily identifable and placed
on the hooks along the shed walls. Topper gzar
should be kepe in the racking at the end of che
shed.

In order to keep control of becthing, will
Members use the same berth as last year The
2005 s is displayed in the corrdar from che
back door of the Club House

If you need to change your berch or mquice
a berth please contace the Bear Commodare so
thar an aleernative can be organised.

Good sailing For 2006

Club house cleaning
AT THE S4AME TIME as che boats come cut of
the Boar Shed, the Club House will need to be
cleaned ready For the new season.
Any velanceers to help with this will be ver
weleome Please bring your cwn "Marigalds
Free tea or coffes will be provided and
maybe a chocolate bar
Bryony Redbnap, Club Howse Manage















